interfaith

nterfal

WORKS

January-February 2017

Social justice and peace through interfaith understanding and cooperation.

IN THIS ISSUE

+ COMMUNITY INTERFAITH
THANKSGIVING FILLED WITH
JOYFUL SOUND

¢ OLYMPIA CHARTER OF
COMPASSION

+ MLK DAY CLEARINGHOUSE

¢ ALL SOULS SERVICE -
REMEMBERING THE
UNCLAIMED DEAD OF 2016

+ CARBON TAX INITIATIVE AND
PoLice USE oF DEADLY
ForcEe

+ EYE-2-EYE HoLD THE DATE
FRIDAY, JANUARY 20

+ CALENDAR

Donate Online via PayPal

~Donate
B Yvisag =l Bank

THANK YOU STATE EMPLOYEES!

ASHINGTO STATE

COMBINED

FUND DRIVE
CFD CODE: 0316251

Our newsletter is now published in
electronic format.
You can subscribe here:
http://interfaith-works.org/newsletter/

facebook

Co“nity Interfaith Thanksgiving

The beautiful Abbey Church
at Saint Martin’s University
resounded with songs of
gratitude at the 334 annual
Interfaith Thanksgiving
Celebration November 20t.
After a most gracious
welcome from Abbot Neal Roth, the standing-room-only audience was
treated to very beautiful musical offerings by the Saint Martin’s University
Chorale, under the direction of Darrell Born, Associate Professor of Music
and Chorale Director.

Words of meaning, wisdom and gratitude followed, by representatives of
the Islamic Center of Olympia, the Baha'i Assembly of Central Thurston
County, and the Lacey Stake of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints. Then, the Olympia Peace Choir (led by Kerri Lynn Nichols, Artistic
Director) took the stage for 15 minutes, closing out with a moving
rendition of “Simple Gifts.” Next came the choir of the Olympia Unitarian
Universalist Congregation (under the direction of Troy Fisher), who
brought the house down with “Room at the Table,” by Carrie Newcomer.

Closing with the audience celebrating being together by singing Shalom
Chaverin in a round, the afternoon truly was one of love and delight.
....and when we live together in the way that is right
we will be in the valley of love and delight.
Simple Gifts— Traditional Shaker song
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All Souls Service
Remembering the Unclaimed Dead of 2016

Nearly one hundred people attended the All
Souls Service for the Unclaimed Dead at Mills &
Mills Funeral Home October 30%. Five of our
Thurston County neighbors were remembered
and honored, as well as several dozen people
who took their own lives in 2016. Interfaith
Works has held this service in late autumn for 3
years, and friends, family and community
members find it deeply moving. For their
wonderful altar, we thank Mauricio Martinez and
Eric Villar of CIELO. And for their comforting
and moving words, we thank Selena Kilmoyer,
Emily Gray, Angela Tobias, Ann Aubuchon,
Sister Laura Swan, OSB, and, for the lovely
music, David Johnson.

Carbon Tax Initiative
and Police Use of Deadly Force

WLGP
1-873

John T. Williams bill

The Board of Directors of
Interfaith Works endorsed two citizen initiatives in 2016. First, I-732 was an
initiative to the people for a tax on carbon pollution that gained enough
signatures to be placed on the November 8 general election ballot. Second, 1-873,
is an initiative to the legislature to strengthen existing law to improve access to
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the criminal justice system for victims of police use of deadly force.

Unfortunately, I-732 went down to defeat last month, but not before the great
majority of Washingtonians were further educated about the threat to the planet
from our use of fossil fuels. Carbon pollution, which results from the burning of

fossil fuels, is the main culprit in global warming, which science tells us will lead
to flooding, fires, reductions in crop yield and many many other impacts that will lie most heavily on the
poor of the earth. Interfaith Works will continue to work with partners, such as Earth Ministry, on efforts to

stem carbon pollution in our state.

Volunteers are still gathering signatures to qualify I-873 for consideration by the 2017 legislature. To help out,

go to http://www.notthistime.global/i-873-the-initiative/. I-873 will remove the part of existing law that
prevents charging a law enforcement officer with a crime if he/she acted “without malice” and “in good
faith” that violence was called for. Both these standards are subjective and rely entirely on claims by the
officer involved. In 2016, the Board of Interfaith Works supported HB 2907 and 2908 to address this concern.
ESHB 2908 passed and created a Joint Legislative Task Force on Police Use of Deadly Force, and at their final
meeting last month they voted to support removal of the “malice” and “good faith” language from current
law. Whether I-873 gains enough signatures or not, we expect the issue to be front and center before the 2017

legislature.
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~ Martin Luther King Jr Day January 16t — Interfaith
Clearinghouse

Interfaith Program Council members are working on
4 creating a web page that will list the many service

~ opportunities in Thurston County for Martin Luther King Jr
‘ Day. The intention is to give people of faith and others
interest in service more lead time to review the long list of
service events and make a plan to attend the one that is most
compelling. Environmental restoration, serving low income
neighbors, helping out at places like Habitat for Humanity
building sites — these are just a few of the many ways we can honor the legacy of Dr. King right here in
Thurston County. http://interfaith-works.org/about-iw/programs-projects/martin-luther-king-jr-day/

Olympia Charter of Compassion

In response to several acts of violence and intimidation over the summer and fall, several Olympia clergy
began to meet to discuss the need for a response by people of faith. They developed an Olympia Charter of
Compassion, and presented it to the Olympia City Council on November 8%, where it was unanimously
adopted. As of early December, it had 26 signatories.

Emergency Overnight Shelter
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TWO YEAR CELEBRATION

HOLD THE DATE!
Friday, January 20,2017 @ 5:00pm

St. Michael Catholic Parish
1021 Boundary St SE « Olympia, WA 98501

Hear stories, meet our guests, and share a meal with us.

Please join us for our second annual Eye-2-Eye celebration!
Share our successes, the beautiful moments from this year, and
the big work of ensuring that every neighbor has the opportunity
to move up and out of homelessness in our community.
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A listing of some of the activities and events of IW members, and of general interest. IW does not necessarily endorse these events. More information

on these and othe

r events is in our online calendar at: http.//interfaith-works.org/events/  Submit an event: http.//interfaith-works.org/submit-an-event

December 15 | Lessons and Carols Concert - Lift your voice with our choir and organ. A holiday favorite, the traditional service of Lessons

Thursday and Carols will be held with choir, organ and congregational singing. Our Bishop Greg Rickel will be the special guest. St.

6:30-8:30pm | John's Episcopal Church, 114 20th Ave SE; Olympia, WA 98501

January 6 1st Friday, Unity of Olympia: Vision Boards with Rev Terry Murray. Featured art: amateur art: vision boards created at the

Friday event. Featured non-profit; Unity of Olympia. No admission, suggested donation to the featured local non-profit. Unity of Olym-

7-8:30pm pia, 1335 Fern St SW; Olympia, WA 98502.

January 7 The Tomashefskys — TBH First Saturday Film Series - Boris and Bessie Thomashefsky, immigrants from the Kiev province

Saturday of the Ukraine, became two of Yiddish theatre's biggest stars. Their grandson, Michael Tilson Thomas, explores their lives

7-9pm through a musical performance that features five performers and the New World Symphony orchestra. (82 min, 2012, English
and Yiddish) Free, donations gladly accepted. Temple Beth Hatfiloh, 201 8th Ave SE; Olympia, WA 98501

January 13 Playback Theatre Performance—In collaboration with GRuB - Growing healthy food, people and communities. An audi-

Friday ence member tells a real moment from their life and the actors and musician play it back using movement, dialogue and mu-

7:30pm sic. An evening of community, connection and compassion. Cost: $7-12 (no one turned away). Traditions Café, 300 5th Ave-
nue SW, Olympia 98501. Info: 943-6772, http://www.heartsparkle.org

January 15 Silent meditative peace walk honors Martin Luther King's Values. Local Buddhists invite everyone to participate in this

Sunday annual event. Arrive at Marathon Park (west side of Olympia's Capitol Lake) shortly before 12 noon for the brief welcome and
instruction. Then walk silently, meditatively (no chanting or conversation and no signs) around the lake. Enjoy camaraderie
and silent meditation/prayers for healing and peace. Info: opengatezendo@msn.com

January 16 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - Interfaith Works' Program Council members web page listing service opportunities in Thurston

Monday County for Martin Luther King Jr Day. Environmental restoration, serving low income neighbors, helping out at places like Hab-
itat for Humanity building sites — these are just a few of the many ways we can honor the legacy of Dr. King right here in
Thurston County. http://interfaith-works.org/about-iw/programs-projects/martin-luther-king-jr-day/

January 20 Second Annual EYE-2-EYE Celebration - Hear stories, meet our IW Emergency Overnight Shelter guests, and share a meal

Friday with us. Share our successes, the beautiful moments from this year, and the big work of ensuring that every neighbor has the

5pm opportunity to move up and out of homelessness in our community. St. Michael Catholic Parish, 1021 Boundary St SE; Olym-
pia. $60 One Ticket, $120 Two Tickets, $420 Table for 7. More information: http://www.iwshelter.org/events.html

February 3 1st Friday, Unity of Olympia: Olympia Peace Choir. Featured artist: TBA. Featured non-profit: Olympia Peace Choir.

Friday No admission, suggested donation to the featured local non-profit. Unity of Olympia, 1335 Fern St SW; Olympia, WA 98502.

7-8:30pm

February 4 The Jewish Cardinal-TBH First Saturday Film Series - Fascinating story of Jean-Marie Lustiger, the son of Polish-Jewish

Saturday immigrants, who maintained his cultural identity as a Jew even after converting to Catholicism at a young age, and later joining

7- 9pm the priesthood. He was appointed Archbishop of Paris by Pope Jean Paul Il - and found a new platform to celebrate his dual
identity as a Catholic Jew (96 min, 2013, PG, French) Free, Donations gladly accepted. Temple Beth Hatfiloh, 201 8th Ave SE;
Olympia, WA 98501

February 10 Playback Theatre Performance—Our Passion for Books in collaboration with De Colores, a bookstore of many cultures,

Friday and featuring the Thunders. An audience member tells a real moment from their life and the actors and musician play it back

7:30pm using movement, dialogue and music. An Evening of Community, Connection and Compassion. Cost: $7-12 (no one turned
away). Traditions Café, 300 5th Avenue SW, Olympia 98501. Info: 943-6772, http://www.heartsparkle.org

February 11 Dancing with Monks and Mystics Program - Are you interested in dancing your prayers? Come and explore simple partici-

Saturday patory dances based on the gifts of monks and mystics throughout time. This will be a retreat day, including simple chants and

9am-3pm dances for everybody. No experience necessary. Facilitator: Betsey Beckman. $50.00. The Priory Spirituality Center, 500 Col-
lege Street NE; Lacey. Phone: (360) 438-2595. Email: prioryprogerams@gmail.com
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